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Get a Jump on Diabetes Campaign

· Launched in 2010, this Medicare Diabetes Screening Project (MDSP)-sponsored campaign is focused on promoting use of Medicare’s free diabetes screening benefits and the importance of prevention in Georgia

· Medicare beneficiaries who are 65 years or older and have one risk factor for diabetes are eligible for a free, annual diabetes screening from Medicare with no co-pay and no deductible

· Risk factors for diabetes include a family history of diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, excess body weight or a history of diabetes during pregnancy

· To learn more about Medicare’s free screening benefit ask your doctor or health care provider and visit www.screenfordiabetes.org.
Get a Jump on Diabetes Sponsored-Events 

·  Dominique Wilkins (MDSP Spokesperson), Congressman John Lewis (D-5th), Atlanta City Council President Ceasar Mitchell, Atlanta City Council Member Michael Julian Bond and key community partners will formally launch the campaign on November 9 at the Loudermilk Center in Atlanta

· This community health forum will allow older adults to learn more about Medicare’s free diabetes screenings and hear Dominique Wilkins’ message around the importance of detection and prevention

· The Atlanta Hawks will show their support for the MDSP during November 12th and 14th home games. The November 14th game coincides with World Diabetes Day (WDD).

· MDSP representatives and volunteers will distribute educational materials and speak with older adults about free diabetes screenings

· A taped public service announcement featuring Dominique Wilkins’ message about diabetes screening and prevention, featuring several local Atlanta-area seniors, will air during the games

The Medicare Diabetes Screening Project (MDSP)

· The Medicare Diabetes Screening Project is a community-based coalition with both national and local partners

· These organizations have joined together to reach and motivate seniors who have undiagnosed diabetes or pre-diabetes, and promote awareness and utilization of the diabetes screening benefit in Medicare

· The MDSP is co-chaired nationally by:

· the American Diabetes Association, 

· the Healthcare Leadership Council, and 

· Novo Nordisk Inc. 

· Local partners include the Atlanta Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging, Grady Health System, the Georgia Academy of Family Physicians, the Regional Council of Churches of Atlanta and many others
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