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Dominique Wilkins Encourages Atlanta Residents to Take Advantage of Medicare’s Free Diabetes Screening Benefit during National Diabetes Awareness Month 

Rep. John Lewis, City Council President Ceasar Mitchell, and the American Diabetes Association Partner with the Medicare Diabetes Screening Project to Increase Awareness during Community Health Forum
WHO:

· Dominique Wilkins, Former Atlanta Hawks forward and Basketball Hall of Famer, Medicare Diabetes Screening Project and Novo Nordisk spokesperson
· Congressman John Lewis (D-5th)

· Atlanta City Council President Ceasar Mitchell
· Mary Grealy, President, Healthcare Leadership Council

· Cathie Berger, Atlanta Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging
· Dr. John Johnson, Primary Care Physician

*Please contact Kaitlin Doody at 202-587-2553 or kdoody@spectrumscience.com if you would like to arrange a 1:1 interview with Dominique Wilkins or the other program participants.
WHAT:

Undiagnosed diabetes and pre-diabetes are significant problems among adults ages 65 and older in Georgia, with more than 150,000 with undiagnosed diabetes and an additional 450,000 with pre-diabetes.  


To help combat these statistics, Dominique Wilkins, local policymakers and the MDSP are coming together on Tuesday, November 9 to launch a campaign to encourage Atlanta citizens to take advantage of Medicare’s free diabetes screenings.
During this community forum, which includes a panel discussion and interactive Q&A session, representatives from CMS and leaders within the diabetes community will answer questions about screening and detection of diabetes, and these things relate to prevention and treatment. 
Wilkins will be available to tell his and his family’s personal story around diabetes and will encourage attendees to visit their doctors or other health care providers to get screened. 

MDSP is a coalition of more than 20 national partners, co-chaired by the American Diabetes Association, the Healthcare Leadership Council and Novo Nordisk. Local partners include the Atlanta Spirit, the Atlanta Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging, Grady Health System, the Georgia Academy of Family Physicians, the Regional Council of Churches of Atlanta and many others. For more information, visit www.screenfordiabetes.org. 

WHEN:

Tuesday, November 9

10:30 – 11:15 a.m.
WHERE:

Loudermilk Center, Main Ballroom


40 Courtland Street, NE


Atlanta, GA  30303

